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Edmonton Team Handball League 

Rule Book 2008/09 Season 
Mission
The Mission of the Alberta Team Handball (ATHF) shall be to develop, Promote, educate and grow the sport of team handball at all levels, and enable all ATHF athletes to achieve sustained competitive excellence.

Foreword 
The ATHF rule book establishes and regulates all issues in the ETHL 

(Please note ETHL is in Process of changing its name to ATHL Alberta Team handball League this will slowly come into effect this year but will be ready for next year))
Rules of the Game
ARTICLE 1 Code of Conduct 
Section 1 – Application of Code 

All participants (including players, coaches, referees, are considered ambassadors of the game and, as such, need to adhere to these rules. As such, they shall not engage in behaviour that is detrimental to the game or the growth of the sport in the League. 

Section 2 – Authorities to implement the Rules and Code 

A. During any match occurring in an ATHL Game, the referees are the ultimate disciplinary authority. Their authority extends to warm-ups, actual game play, time-outs and halftime. 

B. During a game, any person that is a member of ATHL is allowed to take action on all participants and spectators. These actions include but are not limited to: assignment of red cards, removal of a person from an Event, disqualification of a team from the game. They may do so in accordance with any provision in this Rule Book. 

Section 3 - Unacceptable behaviour during a game  

A. This Rule Book defines as unacceptable behaviour: 

a)  Use of offensive language - generally as a disparaging remark to an opposing player or toward a referee, or even as an expression of frustration or self-admonishment. This includes any act that is reasonably likely to threaten, disparage, vilify, offend, insult, humiliate or intimidate another person or group based on race, gender, religion, national or ethnic origin or sexual orientation. 

b)  Disputing of the referee's decision. This applies equally to disqualifications (red cards) and unsuccessful appeals as to the judgment of referee decisions regarding 9-meters, 2-minute penalties, penalty shots, etc. 

c)  The excessive number of appeals primarily aimed at pressuring and intimidating the referees into a favourable decision. 

d) Failure to obey referee instructions and/or to leave the court promptly upon being penalized by a referee 

e) Abuse of equipment (e.g. kicking a ball, spiking the ball, etc…) 

f) Improper conduct and/or failure to exit the gym without delay after a player have been assigned a red card. Failure to do so can often inflame the situation and lead to a more serious altercation. It is the responsibility of everyone involved, including club officials, team captains, coaches and especially the players; to ensure a return to the levels of conduct and sportsmanship traditionally inherent in the game 

B.  During a game, the Team Representative and the head coach are the only individual permitted to address the referees. They must do so in a respectful manner. The captain and coach are responsible at all times for ensuring that play is conducted within the spirit of the game as well as within the provisions of this Rule Book.

ARTICLE 2 – Participant Registration, Eligibility, Team Transfer rules, Team Boundaries and Zone Regulations  
Section 1 – Participant registration 
all participants shall register on the official ATHL website at http://edmontonteamhandballleague.redzoneleagues.com  and designate his/her Participant Category. All participants must be classified prior to competing. (Player must be registered 48 hours before game time and fee’s paid). A roster and membership fee’s must be paid by Oct 1st but after that you can add players as per above. Any player playing with not being an approved member, the club will be fined $100 per game
Section 2 - Player eligibility 

Player may change clubs during a season, but only upon submission of a Transfer letter to ATHL and approved at the next board Meeting. Once he/she is cleared to play, he/she may represent the team from his/her new Club. 
Section 3-Team Transfer Rules
Each team is allowed 2 transfers, Jr team are not allowed transfer except goalies 
Section 4-   Jr players must play 8 games in the Jr league or all games they play in senior league will result in a team forfeit 

Section 5- Team Boundaries
Parkland Zone- Any community west of Edmonton

West-end- West of 97street, north of Whitemud Drive and south of Yellowhead; this zone also exclusively includes the municipality of St Albert
South/Central Edmonton- East of 97street and west of Highway 14; this zone ranges from Yellowhead to the southern point of City limits

North/East- North of the Yellowhead within the City limits; this zone also includes communities east of Highway 14  
Calgary - All area in Calgary and south of Calgary
Section 5-Zone Regulations 
Current players must play for the zone from which school they graduated from or zone they live in.

Article 3-Fee’s

The following shall be paid to the ATHF September 21st, October 1st and first game in January 

a). September 21st
    50% of League Fee’s $1,000 Sr league, 

b). October 1st- Player’s membership fee’s

c.) January 11th – 2nd half of League Fee’s
D) Please Note: not paying on time will result in a $150 fine a week towards the team.  Anyone not paid Membership fees cannot play if they do, team will lose game 10-0 and team will be fined $50 each player
. 

ARTICLE 4 – Complaint(s) 
Section 1 – Complaint procedure (Game) 

If any individual wishes to file to a complaint regarding the actions of any Member (coach, player, referee, team official, etc.) during a ATHL Game, such complaint must be filed within one hour of the conclusion of the Game to the Scorekeeper who will hand it in to the Technical director. 

a)  ATHL shall review the complaint and then pass it on to the board of directors 

b)  The decision shall be given to the person or team within (5) days. 

c)  The individual or club shall have (3) days to appeal to the ATHF. ATHF BOD shall deliver its decision within (3) days. 

d) All ATHF decisions are final, and cases that are denied for appeal cannot be reopened. 

ARTICLE 5 – Sanctions and Violations 
Section 1 – Red card 

Penalties for ejection and actions against other players or game officials

                                                            1st offense      2nd offence             3rd offence

          Abusive offensive &/or             1 game            2 games                  Hearing

          Insulting remarks 

          Offensive gestures                     1 game            2 games                  Hearing         

          Direct red card against               1 game            2 games                 Hearing 

          Another player  

          Cause bodily harm                     Hearing           Hearing                  Hearing                   

Section 2 – Forfeit of the game 

All scheduled games must be played, i.e. all teams must ensure that they do not forfeit any games, if so the team will be fined $200. $100 to the other team and $100 to ATHF. A no show in Calgary results in a $300 fine. The team will not be able to play until fine is paid. A team has until 5 min after the game is supposed to start.  A forfeit will result in a 10-0 loss. 
Section 3-Stickum can only put on hands, not on shoes. Any player seen wiping his/her hands on wall of Floor to wipe the stickum will be given a 2 min penalty. Scorekeeper or Ref’s can access this penalty. As well a ref can change the ball at anytime if they deem the ball has to much stickum. 
ARTICLE 7-Equipment,Duration of time, League play
Section 1-
Equipment 

A) Each team must have matching jerseys with a number on the back of each jersey. Goalie jersey must not match the team jerseys. Each player who does not match will be fined $10. 
B) Games ball size for Senior/Junior Men is Size 3 and a Senior/Junior woman is Size 2. Each team has to bring a game ball at the coin toss. 

Section 2-
Duration of the game

A) In the senior league game time for the 08/09 season will be 25 min and in the junior league 23 min.
Section 3- League play

Points awarded for league play 

A) 2 points for a win, 1 point for a tie and 0 points for a loss.
B)if 2 teams end up in a tie at the end of the season it will first go head to head, if that is a tie then goals for and against between the 2 teams, if that is a tie it will go goal for and against in the whole season. 
C) Play-off’s will be 30min games in Seniors and 25 min games in Junior, if there is a tie and the end of regulation we will go to 2x2min half’s, then if it’s still a tie shoot-out will happen with 5 people per teams shooting, if that is a tie then it will go to sudden death shoot-out. 

D) in Senior League a team can dress up to 14 players a game and in Junior 16 players a game

E)Jr league must have a level 1 coach on the bench or the game will result in a forfeit and he/she must sign into the score sheet. 
Section 4- Rules of the game
A) The league will follow IHF rules unless stated in the ETHL Rule book. 

B) Jr League all team’s cannot play 6-0 defence, Teams caught playing 6-0 will have a yellow  card given to the bench and then progressive punishment.  
